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B.C. Resources 
and links

FOR MORE, VISIT 

MADE IN BC’S 

LINKS PAGE AT

WWW.MADEINBC.ORG

The Dance Centre 
Level 6, 677 Davie Street 

Vancouver BC V6B 2G6 
T (604) 606-6400 

info@thedancecentre.ca 
www.thedancecentre.ca

The Dance Current
c/o 490 Adelaide Street West 

Suite 201 Toronto ON M5V 1T2
T (416) 504-6429 x35

info@thedancecurrent.com
www.thedancecurrent.com

Dancing our Stories
www.dancingourstories.ca

The Dancer Transition Resource 
Centre BC Office

#712 - 402 West Pender Street
Vancouver BC V6B 1T6

T (604) 899-0755
www.dtrc.ca

The Dance Centre has a video library, 
it publishes the BC Dance Directory, 
and its members receive Dance Central 
magazine bi-monthly. See their website 
for more details.

Canada’s national magazine for 
contemporary dance. The Dance 
Current takes the reader inside the 
art and culture of dance through artist 
profiles, interviews, news, listings and 
commentary. A great way to become 
and stay informed.

This is a valuable website (and book) 
that was created through the Canada 
Council for the Arts to share stories of 
dance outreach and community dance 
projects in Canada. The website has 
links to many excellent national and 
international resources. 

The DTRC is dedicated to supporting 
dancers in their professional dance 
careers. One of many resources they 
have is an annual career planning 
conference for pre-professional 
dancers called On the Move. A friendly 
and supportive organization for 
dancers in your community.
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B.C. Resources 
and links

Dance Victoria
2236 Hampshire Terrace

Victoria BC Canada V8S 3G9
T/F (250) 595 1829

producer@dancevictoria.com
www.dancevictoria.com

Learning through the Arts
 BC contact: Gerhard Maynard

lttabc_info@shaw.ca
www.ltta.ca

The Canada Council for the Arts
www.canadacouncil.ca

The Department of Canadian Heritage
www.pch.gc.ca

The British Columbia Arts Council
www.bcartscouncil.ca

2010 Legacies Now (Arts Now)
www.2010legaciesnow.com 

	

A valuable hub for dance performances 
and resources on Vancouver Island.

 

Across Canada and beyond, LTTA 
partners classroom teachers with 
artist-educators who collaborate 
on using the arts to deliver core 
curriculum lessons.

These organisations are a great source 
of advocacy and funding information 
and resource material.
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Welcome to Made in BC — Dance on Tour! As a dance outreach 
coordinator your work is essential for connecting audiences 
with contemporary dance. These pages will give you more 
detail about what Made in BC is and does, and your role in the 
project. We look forward to working with you!

Based in Vancouver, British Columbia, Made in BC is a 
non-profit society that connects BC dance artists with BC 
presenters, and increases exposure to contemporary dance.

Connecting presenters:
Made in BC develops a network of dance presenters who 
share the goal of showcasing and raising awareness of BC 
contemporary dance. Presenters come from around the 
province, in locations such as Courtenay, Nanaimo, Nelson, 
Kitimat, Kelowna, Prince Rupert, Salt Spring Island, Smithers, 
Terrace and Vernon. Made in BC brings presenters together in 
Vancouver for two main events:

	 •	 Breaking New Ground, an annual fall networking forum 
		  where presenters, dance outreach coordinators 
		  and dance artists attend workshops, discussions and 
		  performances.
	 •	 The Pitch Session, an annual spring round-table where 
		  presenters meet shortlisted dance companies in 
		  person, and then select who will participate in two 	
		  Made in BC sponsored tours to their communities the 
		  following season.

Appendix A

MADE IN BC —
DANCE ON TOUR

ESSENTIALS FOR 
DANCE 

OUTREACH 
COORDINATORS

Your work is essential for 

connecting audiences with 

contemporary dance. 

WHAT IS MADE IN BC — 

DANCE ON TOUR?

WHAT DOES MADE IN BC 

ACTUALLY DO?
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Made in BC also supports presenters with a local dance 
outreach coordinator (you!), and keeps in regular contact 
about activities, challenges and successes in your 
communities.
 
Connecting dance artists:
Made in BC connects dance artists and dance presenters 
through the Breaking New Ground forum, the annual pitch 
session, and

	 •	 Groundwork, a compilation of information on tour-
		  ready dance artists that is published as a resource 
		  document and distributed to presenters around the 
		  province and country. A shortlist of dance artists 
		  featured in Groundwork participate in an in-person 
		  pitch session with the regional presenter network, 
		  who then select 2 companies to tour to their 
		  communities.

Connecting audiences:
Made in BC supports the efforts of local dance outreach 
coordinators to connect audiences and raise awareness of 
contemporary dance at a local level.

The key people involved with Made in BC are: 

	 •	 The Executive Director, who coordinates and 
		  facilitates the project. 
	 •	 The Network Presenters, who book shows into their 
		  venue (most often the local performing arts theatre).
	 •	 Dance outreach coordinators, who stimulate 
		  awareness of dance in the community. 
	 •	 Dance artists, who create and perform shows. 
	 •	 Funders, who help to finance the project and want to 
		  learn from our activities, successes, and challenges. 
	 •	 The Board of Directors, who contributes expertise and 
		  maintains the vision of the project.

Appendix A

Made in BC also offers 

networking sessions, tour 

information and resources 

for dance artists. Contact 

us for more information.

WHO IS INVOLVED?
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Ten presenting organizations are participating in the
Made in BC project in 2008/2009:

	 The Sid Williams Theatre, Courtenay
	 Kitimat Concert Association, Kitimat
	 Crimson Coast Dance Society, Nanaimo
	 The Capitol Theatre, Nelson
	 The Lester Centre of the Arts, Prince Rupert
	 ArtSpring, Salt Spring Island
	 Terrace Concert Society, Terrace
	 Vernon and District Performing Arts Centre, Vernon
	 The Rotary Centre for the Arts, Kelowna
	 The Bulkley Valley Concert Society, Smithers

Each presenter works with a locally contracted dance 
outreach coordinator from their community.

Prior to the dance tour, you (and nine other Made in BC 
dance outreach coordinators) are being asked to create and 
deliver activities that will stimulate awareness of dance in 
your community. There is a lot of flexibility in how you go about 
this task — you may find yourself acting as an organizer, an 
ambassador, an instigator, a liason, an advocate, a dancer, 
and/or a host. In 2007 – 2008, Made in BC’s all-star dance 
outreach coordinators successfully carried out more than 50 
dynamic, unique and diverse activities — as you can see, dance 
outreach coordinators play a significant role in Made in BC!

To start, we suggest planning two events, plus a pre-show 
reception and/or post-show party/artist chat, in conjunction 
with a visiting performing dance company.

The most important thing to remember when choosing your 
activities is that they should be tailored and targeted to your 
unique local community. Events ought to be relevant within the 
context of existing community events, and they should excite 
and inspire you as an organizer. Your own enthusiasm will be 
infectious!

Appendix A

 

WHAT DO DANCE 

OUTREACH 

COORDINATORS DO?

See the pages on “Dance 

Outreach Ideas” for more 

information and ideas for 

event planning.
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Made in BC is committed to arts activities and dance 
experiences that benefit people and communities across 
British Columbia in a broad variety of ways. As a dance 
outreach coordinator you can be proud to know that you are 
contributing directly to excellence in the arts, and to the 
development of vibrant, engaged and healthy community life.

The Made in BC project began in 2006, and its impact has 
been enormous, for presenters, dance outreach coordinators, 
artists and audiences alike. Here is just a taste of some of the 
positive feedback received from 2007 – 2008:

Presenters have seen Made in BC activities grab audience 
attention and increase attendance:

“Having an outreach worker to go out and inform and educate 
the community has attributed to a 50% increase in our 
audience over previous modern dance performances in the last 
5 years … The workshops offered the afternoon following the 
performance were bursting full. This was very encouraging as 
a presenter, to see such great interest …”    

- Crystal Lorette 
Lester Centre of the Arts 

Prince Rupert

Dance outreach coordinators have found the resources, 
relationships, freedom and clarity of their role energizing and 
enjoyable:

“It was great to hear what the other outreach workers have 
been doing. We exchanged many ideas. I returned to Kitimat 

Appendix A

WHO BENEFITS FROM 

MADE IN BC?

Workshop with Leah Correia, Kitimat; photo: Anna-Marie Carstens
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motivated and looking forward to new projects to stimulate 
interest in contemporary dance.” 				  

- Anna Marie Carstens
Dance Outreach Coordinator 

Kitimat

Communities are revelling in dance outreach activity:

“Mascall Dance caused quite a sensation on the island. The 
performance was nearly sold out with 230 seats filled. The 
Lobby Dancers performed before the performance to the 
enthusiastic audience. Nearly 100 people stayed for the post 
chat with Jennifer and her dancers. I announced that Jennifer 
would be teaching a workshop the following day and had 
interest from several people. The whole company including 
their technical crew was billeted with Salt Springers.”

- Anna Haltrecht
Dance Outreach Coordinator

Salt Spring Island

Contemporary dance artists are delighting in community 
connections, and watching their art practices grow in 
new ways:

“Made in BC is a fantastic thing, and a long time coming... I 
pitched ‘Traces of Emily Carr’ because I knew that markets 
would like it, not because I was interested in remounting the 
work. However, touring the work made it grow, I was able to 
go on tour with the piece and had the opportunity to work with 
young dancers — I was enriched as an artist in a way that was 
surprising and unexpected …

	 … The dance outreach workers and the activities they 
created around our performances had such a huge impact. 
When we arrived in each community, people were ‘ready’ for 
us, and interested!”

- Jennifer Mascall 
Artistic Director 

Mascall Dance
MiBC Touring company 

2007 – 2008

Appendix A
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Audiences are excited about contemporary dance:

“Thank you for the wonderful and inspiring dance programme 
that you were instrumental in organizing this year. It was 
brilliant having the high school dancers lead off last night, you 
had an enthusiastic young audience for the whole evening. This 
is how we will build an audience for the arts. On to bigger and 
(it can’t get much) better things!”

— Carol Dodd
On Dancers Dancing performance

Salt Spring Island

Help is at hand! Your presenter, dance outreach coordinator 
colleagues, and the executive director are all great sources 
for support, ideas, and assistance. Do not hesitate to contact 
any of us for help figuring out which creative approaches to 
outreach will work for you in your community, and how to 
implement them.

You are not alone! You belong to a Made in BC network of dance 
outreach coordinators around the province working towards 
the same goal. Your presenter is keen to work with you. The 
Made in BC office is here to help you. The dance company and 
dance artists are open to being part of your community. Reach 
out for support and you will find it.

Your main contact is your presenter. This person ultimately 
oversees you and your work. 

If you have questions about your role, the Made in BC project, 
or contemporary dance (and other questions too!), or if you’d 
like to chat about your excellent ideas and contributions, 
contact your presenter or the Made in BC office. 

Appendix A

WHERE CAN YOU GET 

HELP AND SUPPORT?

WHO IS YOUR MAIN 

CONTACT?

Joyce Rosario 
Executive Director 
joyce@madeinbc.org

Made in BC – Dance on Tour
603-402 West Pender Street
Vancouver, BC V6B 1T6
604.893.8830
www.madeinbc.org
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MADE IN BC — 
DANCE ON TOUR

DANCE 
OUTREACH 

2007 – 2008

7 of Made in BC’s 8 network communities initiated and 
collaborated in extensive dance outreach activities: Prince 
Rupert, Kitimat, Nanaimo, Terrace, Vernon, Courtenay, and 
Salt Spring Island.  Smithers, BC and Vancouver-based 
partner organizations the Dance Centre, the Canadian Alliance 
of Dance Artists (BC Chapter) and the Dancer Transition 
Resource Centre (BC office) joined us for International
Dance Day 2008.

Dance Outreach Coordinators were unstoppable — energized, 
organized and dedicated to creating dance activities to 
galvanize their communities. A diverse array of exciting events 
had people seeing, watching, reading, thinking, talking about, 
and participating in dance in venues of all kinds:

ACTIVITIES
Talkback sessions
Discussions and personal interviews
Workshops and classes
Information displays
Community dance collaborations
Media interviews, columns, articles
Dance art exhibitions
Dance performances

VENUES
Streets
Libraries
Theatres
Shopping Malls
Coffee Houses
Dance Studios
Outdoor Festivals
Homes

EVENTS
Summer Festivals
Music Festivals
International Dance Day
Dance Performances

PARTNERS
Community Organizations
Dance Schools
Public Schools
Art Galleries
Non-profit organizations
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Appendix BMany activities were coordinated with MiBC’s 
inaugural tours:

DANCERS DANCING TOUR:
Kitimat — October 13, 2007
Terrace — October 19, 2007
Prince Rupert — October 20, 2007
Courtenay — November 1, 2007
Vernon — November 3, 2007
Nelson — April 4, 2008
Salt Spring Island — April 12, 2008

MASCALL DANCE TOUR:
Prince Rupert — January 25, 2008
Courtenay — January 31, 2008
Nanaimo — February 8, 2008
Salt Spring Island — February 9, 2008
Vernon — February 15, 2008

Organizers and collaborators came together from across 
the province:	

MIBC PRESENTER NETWORK
Courtney- Deb Renz, The Sid Williams Theatre
Kitimat- Michael Jeffery, Kitimat Concert Association
Nanaimo- Holly Bright, Crimson Coast Dance Society
Nelson- Neil Harrower, The Capitol Theatre
Print Rupert- Crystal Lorette, Lester Centre of the Arts
Salt Spring Island- George Sipos, ArtSpring
Terrace- Karen Birkedal, Terrace Concert Society
Vernon- Michael Cade, Vernon and District Performing Arts 
Centre

MIBC DANCE OUTREACH COORDINATORS
Courtenay — Helene McGall 
Prince Rupert — Ella Ferland
Kitimat — Anna-Marie Carstens
Nanaimo — Amanda Davis, Lori Hamar
Salt Spring Island — Anna Haltrecht, with  Robbyn Scott
Terrace — Tatiana Tchernoussoff
Vernon — Susan Fenner

JOINING US FOR INTERNATIONAL DANCE DAY (IDD)
Partner: The Dance Centre
Collaborators: The Canadian Alliance of Dance Artists (BC 
Chapter), The Dancer Transition Resource Centre (BC Office), 
Miriam Colvin, in Smithers, BC
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PRINCE RUPERT

DANCE OUTRECH 

CO-ORDINATOR

ELLA FERLAND

PRESENTER

CRYSTAL LORETTE

THEATRE MANAGER

LESTER CENTRE OF 

 THE ARTS

WHERE
145 km from Terrace, and 725 km west of Prince George, 48 
km south of southeast Alaska, 1,502 km from Vancouver 
(18hrs by car). 
Getting there and back again: Prince Rupert is situated on 
Kaien Island (approximately 770 km north of Vancouver), linked 
by a short bridge to the mainland. Prince Rupert Airport is 
located on Digby Island, and requires passengers to take 
a special bus and ferry journey to get to/from the airport, 
adding an hour to the journey.

POPULATION
12,815. The population decreased by 12.5% in the past 5 years. 

MIBC TOURS
Dancers Dancing — October 20, 2007
Mascall Dance — January 25, 2008

OUTREACH ACTIVITY SUMMARY
Modern dance workshop for theatre students

Modern dance/movement workshop for actors and directors

Dancers Dancing children’s dance workshops

Post performance personal audience survey

Dance movie screening

Pre-show contest
Movement workshop with Jennifer Mascall Informal chat with 
choreographer and dancers

HIGHLIGHTS
“Having an outreach worker to go out and inform and educate 
the community has attributed to a 50% increase in our 
audience over previous modern dance performances in the 
last 5 years.”

- Crystal Lorette 
Lester Centre for the Arts

2 & 3 August 2007

 9 August 2007

 21 October 2007

20-31 October 2007

Fall 2007

25 January 2008
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Appendix B

KITIMAT

DANCE OUTRECH 

CO-ORDINATOR

ANNA-MARIE CARSTENS

PRESENTER

MICHAEL JEFFERY  

PRESIDENT 

KITIMAT CONCERT 

ASSOCIATION

WHERE
60 km (45 min drive) south from Terrace on Highway 37. This 
is the only road out of town.

POPULATION
8,987. The population decreased by 12.6% in the past 5 years. 

MIBC TOURS
Dancers Dancing — October 13, 2007

VENUE
Mount Elizabeth Theatre, seats 512. 
It is part of the high school.

OUTREACH ACTIVITY SUMMARY
Contemporary dance workshop with Leah Correia

7 Class contemporary dance series with Leah Correia

Dancers Dancing school show

Dancers Dancing Workshop

International Dance Day (IDD) e-mail and notice in 
community advertiser

IDD High school dance session

IDD Performance by local dancers 
IDD Reception

HIGHLIGHTS
“Most children taking part in the workshops have no previous 
dance experience and they are having a blast. They are 
dancing purely for enjoyment and recreation. We hope this will 
be the beginning of a lifetime love of dance for them.”

 — Anna-Marie Carstens 
Dance Outreach Coordinator

September 29th, 2007

 September 2007-April 2008  

12 October 2007

16 October 2007

April 2008

29 April 2008

3 May 2008



MADE IN BC’S 
GUIDE TO DANCE 
OUTREACH 

APPENDIX B
28

Appendix B

TERRACE

DANCE OUTRECH 

CO-ORDINATOR

TATIANA TCHERNOUSSOFF

PRESENTER

KAREN BIRKEDAL  

COMMUNITY PRESENTER 

TERRACE CONCERT SOCIETY

WHERE
At the junction of Highway 16 and Highway 37, Terrace is 
between Prince Rupert (142 km, 2hrs) and Prince George (575 
km, 6hrs). It is 1357 km (14.5hrs) from Vancouver.

POPULATION
11,320. The population has decreased by 6.5% over the past 5 
years.

MIBC TOURS
Dancers Dancing — October 19, 2007

OUTREACH ACTIVITY SUMMARY
Made in BC Video and Information display at week-long Pacific 
Northwest Music Festival, and at local coffee house

Dancers Dancing open rehearsal/performance/Q&A with high 
school cast of Oklahoma!, local dance students and instructors

April 2007

October 2007
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vernon

DANCE OUTRECH 

CO-ORDINATOR

SUSAN FENNER

PRESENTER

MICHAEL CADE

VERNON & DISTRICT 

PERFORMING ARTS 

CENTRE

WHERE
It is 46km from Kelowna, 117km from Kamloops and 441km 
from Vancouver. Three provincial highways lead to Vernon: 
Highway 97, Highway 97A, and Highway 6.

POPULATION
35,944 (greater Vernon: 50,000) The population grew by 7.2% 
in the past 5 years.

MIBC TOURS
Dancers Dancing — November 3, 2007
Mascall Dance — February 15, 2008

OUTREACH ACTIVITY SUMMARY
Info re: dance season and discounts (5-4-50 and eyeGo) 
forwarded to 18 local dance teachers and 2 musical theatre 
schools

Master class with David LaHay; Ballet Kelowna post-show Q&A

Pre-show lobby display of collage related to Dancers Dancing 
performance; Dancers Dancing post-show Q&A

Class with Dancers Dancing

Mascall Dance post-show Q&A

Class with Les Ballets Jazz de Montreal (BJM)

BJM post show Q&A

Atlantic Ballet Theatre of Canada post-show Q&A

Dance Beat column regularly 
appearing in Morning Star

Sept 2007 – March 2008

13 October 2007

3 November 2007

4 November 2007

16 February 2008

18 March 2008

19 March 2008

12 April 2008

  3 October 2007

31 October 2007

13 February 2008

9 March 2008

9 April 2008
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courtenay

DANCE OUTRECH 

CO-ORDINATOR

HELENE MCGALL

PRESENTER

DEBORAH RENZ

GENERAL MANAGER 

THE SID WILLIAMS THEATRE

WHERE
Courtenay is 4 km west of the town of Comox, 7 km north-
east of the Village of Cumberland, 5 km northwest of the 
unincorporated settlement of Royston, and 108 km northwest 
of Nanaimo.

POPULATION
21,940. The population increased by 14.5% in the past 5 years.

MIBC TOURS
Dancers Dancing — November 1, 2007 to November 3, 2007
Mascall Dance — January 31, 2008

OUTREACH ACTIVITY SUMMARY
Interactive displays at the Courtenay Library, Comox Valley Art 
Gallery, Driftwood Mall

Roundtable Discussion — Contemporary Dance: What is it?

Elementary, middle, secondary school workshops with 
Dancers Dancing, followed by reception for dancers, teachers, 
students

Post-show Q &A with Dancers Dancing

Workshop with Mascall Dance

Pre-show display for Atlantic Ballet performance with special 
program to commemorate International Dance Day

July-August 2007

27 October 2007

30 October 2007

November 2007

January 2008

29 April 2008
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salt spring island

DANCE OUTRECH 

CO-ORDINATOR

ANNA HALTRECHT

PRESENTER

GEORGE SIPOS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

ARTSPRING

WHERE
Between Vancouver Island and the city of Vancouver, 
accessible by ferry from Swartz Bay (35 mins) or Crofton (20 
mins), or by sea plane.

POPULATION
10,000 (winter) and 20,000 (summer) and growing.  50% are 
either retiring or retired.

MIBC TOURS
Dancers Dancing — April 12, 2008
Mascall Dance — February 9, 2008

OUTREACH ACTIVITY SUMMARY
Lobby Dance Creation Project with Danny McCusker, including 
creation, 5 performances, and advertising

Brunch Dance, Link Dance Foundation

Cori Caulfield workshop

Jennifer Mascall Body Mind Centering workshop,
Mentoring workshop with Lobby Dancers

Judith Garay commission “Sun Showers”

Interview with Judith Garay and GISS/GISPA dancers in the 
Driftwood

Dancers Dancing class
Curtain Raiser performance of “Sun Showers” for youth 
performance group

DanceArt exhibition (International Dance Day)

Lobby Dancers and DanceArt featured on Shaw cable’s 
“The Daily”

HIGHLIGHTS
“So beautiful that you all brought tears to my eyes! Beautiful, 
descriptive and feeling movements and forms.  Amazing! Thank 
you! I hope your month of dance gives inspiration to others as 
it did to me.”   — Diana Dean, Artist in DanceArt Exhibition, on 
the Lobby Dance

Dec 2007– April 2008

13 January 2008 

 5 February 2008

10–11 February 2008

12–14 March 2008 

26 March 2008

12 April 2008

1–30 April 2008

April 2008 

“This is how we will build an 

audience for the arts. On 

to bigger and (it can’t get 

much) better things!”

- Carol Dodd, on Dancers 

Dancing performance
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NANAIMO

DANCE OUTRECH 

CO-ORDINATOR

AMANDA DAVIS

PRESENTER

HOLLY BRIGHT

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

LORI HAMAR

ACTING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

(AUGUST 06–AUGUST 07)

CRIMSON COAST DANCE SOCIETY

WHERE
112 km north of Victoria and 90min by ferry from Vancouver 
(Horseshoe Bay/Tsawwassen).

POPULATION
78,692. The population increased by 7.8% in the past 5 years.

MIBC TOURS
Mascall Dance — February 8, 2008

OUTREACH ACTIVITY SUMMARY
Performances and presentations at summer festivals

Multi-media presentation at ArtsFest (dance with video, live 
readings)

Musicians improvise to dance film at Nanaimo Blues Festival

August 2007

18–19 August 2007

30 August 2007
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INTERNATIONAL 
DANCE DAY (IDD)

Launched by UNESCO in 

1982, International Dance 

Day (IDD) celebrates the art 

of dance every April 29 with 

performances and events 

worldwide.

Made in BC partnered with The Dance Centre to support 
regional IDD celebrations spearheaded by coordinators in 
Courtenay, Kitimat, Salt Spring Island and Smithers. 

IDD RESOURCE PACKAGES
IDD resource packages were created by MiBC, The Dance 
Centre, the Canadian Alliance of Dance Artists (BC Chapter) 
and the Dancer Transition Resource Centre (BC Office).  

Packages included:
Dance Centre, Made in BC, CADA and DTRC materials•	
BC Dance Directory•	
A Case of Dance advocacy document •	
Outside In/Inside Out: the Vancouver Dance  •	

	 Aesthetic booklet
International Dance Day bookmarks •	
Dance Resource List •	
Dance Central •	
Dance Centre/Made In BC evaluation and community 		 •	

	 feedback form
Return envelope for evaluation materials •	

Packages were distributed to:
the Made in BC network•	
Dance Victoria•	
Selected lower mainland arts centres, including:•	

ACT Maple Ridge •	
Surrey Arts Centre•	
Evergreen Cultural Centre•	
Kay Meek Centre•	
Massey Theatre•	
Maurice Young Millennium Place•	
Richmond Arts Centre•	

Mobile Clubbing, Smithers; photo: Katie Cushing
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The Sid Williams Theatre presented the Atlantic Ballet of Canada. 
Pre-show talk by the company’s artistic director. Full-colour 
glossy program including information about Made in BC, local 
dance companies, and information about International 
Dance Day.

Kitimat Concert Society & the Mount Elizabeth Theatre
IDD information display at public library
IDD notice in community advertiser
Lunch-hour contemporary dance performance for high 
school students.
Dance show “Mothers”, showcasing local dancers
Reception 

  
ArtSpring
Coordinated by Anna Haltrecht & Robbyn Scott
ArtSpring Lobby Dance performance  
DanceArt exhibition 
IDD information table, including materials that were sent 		
in the ‘Dance Care Package’

Coordinated by Miriam Colvin
Display in public library
Newspaper article
Dancers and musician perform on Main Street 
Mobile Clubbing
Drift Walk
Free workshops: Stretch, Irish Step, Swing, 
Texas Two Step, Salsa

Appendix B

INTERNATIONAL 
DANCE DAY

events around 
british columbia

COURTENAY
29 April 2008

KITIMAT
April 2008

29 April 2008

3 May 2008

SALT SPRING ISLAND

25 April 2008

1–30 April 2008

April 2008

SMITHERS
April 2008

April 2008

24 April 2008

24 April 2008

26 April 2008

26 April 2008
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Appendix c

MADE IN BC — 
DANCE ON TOUR’S
DANCE OUTREACH
IN THE PRESS
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a case of 
dance

DANCE ADVOCACY 

COMMITTEE

VANCOUVER, BC

This document was 

completed in March 2008 

by the Dance Advocacy 

Committee, a network of 

artists and organizations 

representing the Vancouver 

dance community in 

province-wide advocacy 

and lobbying efforts for the 

arts. 

Made in BC is an active 

member of the Dance 

Advocacy Committee. For 

more details about how you 

can get involved, please 

contact us.

Dance is one of Canada’s fastest-growing artforms. It is also 
one of our favourite pastimes. 

Social dance in nightclubs … the formal delicacy of classical 
ballet … the bubbling vitality of hip-hop or the rat-a-tat 
velocity of tap … the thoughtful intricacies of modern dance or 
the lithe dexterity of jazz … 

Whatever our preference in movement, dance has the capacity 
to thrill and delight us.

The bedrock of all that exuberant activity and pleasure is the 
professional dance community. 

The professional dance community of British Columbia is widely 
recognized in Canada and around the world. It is praised 
and respected for the quality of its work, for its creative 
innovation, for its leadership and professional training, and for 
its wide-ranging collaborative partnerships. 

But its current levels of achievement are not sustainable 
without a substantial increase in support on all fronts. That 
means support for creation, training, presentation, touring 
and not least for physical space.

In this brief document, the dance professionals of British 
Columbia summarize the real and potential benefits of dance 
both for the individual and for society in general. And we 
explain why we believe that the support that is given to dance 
should be raised to a level that makes it possible to bring 
those benefits to everyone.
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Appendix D

Dance helps us dream 

the future. It speaks the 

language of the human 

heart. 

	 WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?

1) Dance celebrates our physical being. We all have an instinctive 
desire to move. When we watch dance we see movement that 
is made by bodies like our own. It engenders a profound sense 
of confidence and joy. We also, quite naturally and instinctively, 
find moving bodies good to look at. 

2) Dance satisfies a deep human need to communicate. It has 
been a means of communication since the start of human 
history. It communicates in the most primal and basic of 
ways — through our bodies, without words. Africa’s Bantu 
tribesmen used to greet strangers with the words: “What do 
you dance?” 

3) Dancing is good for you. Regular dancing helps cut the risk of 
heart disease, high blood pressure, diabetes and cancer. It 
helps avoid weight gain and improves posture. It encourages 
coordination, balance and muscle strength. It reduces tension 
and stress, improves circulation and reduces the risk of late-
life scourges like Alzheimer’s disease and dementia. 

4) Dancing is inspirational. The stimulus that we get from the 
images and ideas that dancers put in front of us can have 
a profound effect on our lives. Emotionally, it’s an outlet for 
powerful feelings. Spiritually, it’s a way to find fulfilment and 
serenity. Dance helps us dream the future. It speaks the 
language of the human heart. 

	 Dance brings us closer to each other — literally and 
metaphorically. Whether it’s Swan Lake or salsa, the heart of 
dancing lies in partnerships and group collaboration. It needs 
no words. So it cuts across barriers of language, culture and 
race and lets us explore and share the values and beliefs of 
our neighbours. 

	 WHAT’S IN IT FOR US ALL?

1) Dance is a significant contributor to the magic economic 
multiplier of public investment in the arts. Canada’s 
governments invest about $7.4 billion a year in cultural 
activities. That investment generates $43.2 billion for the 
Canadian economy. In other words, every dollar invested by 
the taxpayer generates $5 in economic benefits. Professional 
dance is a significant contributor to that economic multiplier.
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2) Our dance professionals are an integral part of the 
“creative class.” Through their innovative creations, and 
their collaborations with other artists and with scientific 
researchers, they help generate a climate of imagination, 
generosity and acceptance. The fresh and provocative 
vitality of their work invites the bright and curious minds 

	 that will help keep our province prosperous.
 
3) Dance contributes to better learning in our young people. 

We all know how naturally children dance. But studies show 
that an education that includes dance fosters originality 
and imaginative problem-solving. Dance encourages both 
teamwork and self-confidence — essential qualities in the 
imagination-based society of the 21st century.

4) Dance plays a role in community development. 
	 Modern society is increasingly diverse. Dance reinforces 

partnerships that help us build more collaborative and 
harmonious communities. 

5) Our dancers showcase British Columbia’s creativity and 
demographic variety to the world. If a region or country 
wishes to thrive in the global economy, it must brand itself 
as distinctive, imaginative and unique. Our dancers are the 
visible and colourful creative face of the West Coast. They 
are ambassadors in motion.

	 WHAT’S THE PROBLEM?

	 The successes and achievements of the professional dance 
community in British Columbia are a source of pride for all 
British Columbians. The Scotiabank Dance Centre, designed 
by the renowned Arthur Erickson, is unique in Canada. It is 
the envy of other dance communities in cities throughout 
North America. Many artists in other disciplines lack a focal 
point of this kind for collaboration and partnership.

	 Our professional dance community is richly diverse. 
Audiences can enjoy everything from nationally-ranked 
modern ballet to numerous highly regarded small modern 
dance companies. Our dance community reflects the exciting 
demographic mix of Canada’s Pacific Rim metropolis. And 
across the board, its work is marked by a high degree of 
quality and innovation.
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Unfortunately, the playing-field is at a decided tilt. 

Unlike publishing, music or film, dance is not considered a 
“cultural industry.” So it is often forced to take a back seat 
when it comes to funding. Additionally, dance, unlike publishing, 
music or film, has to physically tour to survive. That means it 
incurs significant, sometimes prohibitive costs. 

Current successes are frankly not sustainable.

We all want dance to continue to deliver the many benefits it 
currently provides. We all want it to maintain its competitive 
edge in the national and international arenas. 

But the realities of professional dance — preparation, creation, 
presentation, distribution, accommodation — make it vital that 
conditions improve.

Average income for dance workers of all kinds is 		 •	
	 traditionally near poverty levels. On average, dancers 	
	 earn approximately $18,000 from their work in dance.

Places in which to train and to make and present new 	•	
	 work are expensive and hard to find. 

The threat of career-ending injury is ever-present. •	
Working in communities and building cultural 			 •	

	 partnerships consumes both time and labour.
Making our professional dance product accessible to 		•	

	 all British Columbians is a constant challenge. 
And as is the case with research in any field, the 		 •	

	 all-important collaborative partnerships that deliver 		
	 genuine innovation can only function with consistent 		
	 and enlightened support. 

Recent government studies have shown that the community 
needs help to improve marketing and management. It needs 
more and better facilities for presentation, creation and 
rehearsal. It needs more generous funding for creation by our 
gifted dance makers. It needs a better touring infrastructure 
to take work to audiences in all parts of the province. It needs 
more support for access to the international dance world 
through touring and cultural exchange.
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WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP?

We want everyone to experience the true benefits that we 
have been describing. But a significant upgrade in support for 
our professional dance community is necessary. 

Financial support, of course. 

But also moral support — through widespread public and 
political recognition that dance is an integral part of the 
fabric of a civilized and humane society. A society where we 
recognize that creative activity, collaboration and partnerships 
contribute to the greater social good. 

A society in which we celebrate the many ways in which 
our dance performers and creators help support British 
Columbia’s proud claim to be “the best place on earth.”

Tell your friends. Tell your MLA. Tell your MP. Tell the Premier. 
Share the wealth of dance with everyone you know. Help make 
the dance arts grow.
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